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By:  A. Taylor, K. Wright and J.Perez 

 Mr. Julio Pinera works for Florida Power and 
Light (FPL) as their Area Security Manager.  Prior 
to his employment with FPL he served in the mili-

tary (Air Force) as well as worked for the City of 
Miami Police Department.  While employed with 
the City of Miami he was assigned to various units 
such as SWAT, Bomb Squad, Internal Affairs, 
worked undercover with the FBI and assisted the 
Secret Service by providing detail for dignitaries 
such as the Pope, Prime Ministers and the then 
Senator Barack Obama. As a result of his vast ex-
periences, the opportunity for the Area Security 
Manager was offered to him.  His primary respon-
sibility is to ensure that our power grids are pro-
tected from hackers.  In addition, he works closely 
with the Revenue Protection Unit.  This unit moni-
tors if power is being stolen.  We learned how dan-
gerous it is when individuals steal power as well as 
the consequences for when this crime is commit-
ted.  In closing, the presentation was very informa-
tive and it helped us to get a better understanding 
as to the importance of Mr. Pinera’s Position. 

 

Give students a birds-eye view as 

to what types of opportunities are 

in the field of law enforcement. 

In addition, students will learn to 

conduct substantial research on 

the various agencies to gain a 

more purposeful experience. We 

will facilitate meaningful lessons 

to continue to expose your child 

to the endless possibilities in the 

field of law enforcement and law. 

 

 

The vision of the Lake Stevens 

Middle School Criminal Justice/

Law Academy is to offer stu-

dents an opportunity to learn 

about the multi-faceted agencies 

within law enforcement as well 

as expose them to experiences in 

law enforcement. This program 

is aimed at preparing students 

for continuing their journey to a 

high school Pre-Law Academy. 

In addition, the academy will 

also prepare students for college 

and afford them a working 

knowledge that will groom them 

for a professional career in law 

enforcement.  
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By:  Nuhkyra Simmons 

 
Special agents McKenzie and Vereen are part of Homeland Security Investigation (HSI) which is a principle field 
office in the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The Department of Homeland Security was created due to the 
terrorist attack that happened on September 11, 2001. Some of the assignments that agents work on are Cyber Crime, 

Artifacts Theft, Drug Smuggling, Gang Activity, Human Trafficking and Financial Crimes to name a few.  Cyber 

Crime is when a criminal activity has taken place on the internet, a computer system or computer technology:  
identity theft and phishing are examples of cybercrimes.  Artifacts Theft is when an individual steals something of 

importance such as Constitution or Preamble type document from a particular country.  Though there may not be a 
price associated with the item, it is invaluable to the country of which the artifact was stolen from.  Drug Smuggling  
is when an individual tries to sneak illegal drugs from one country to another.  Gang Activity is when the associa-

tion’s purpose, in part, is to engage in criminal activity and the association uses violence or intimidation to further its 
criminal objectives. Human Trafficking is the illegal movement of people, typically for the purposes of forced labor. 
Financial Crimes is any non-violent offense that is committed by or against an individual or corporation that results 

in a financial loss.  Some of the requirements to become a special agent is to be under 37 years old, carry a firearm, 
pass a background check, and be able to gain Security Clearance. A Security Clearance has 3 levels; confidential, se-
cret, and top secret. Security Clearance is assigned according to the level of information that a person has access to.  

All in all, this Homeland Security was intriguing to learn about. There are so many layers to ensure the daily safety 
of the citizens of the United States of America. 
 

 

Special Agents McKenzie and Vareen  pose with Law/Criminal Justice Academy Students 


