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By:  Nuhkyra Simmons, Alize Ochoa,  

Emari Jones and Princess Jordan 
 

Last month the Law Academy had an oppor-
tunity to hear a presentation from Mr. Daniel 
Poterek, Esq.  He practices Civil and Family 
Law.  Mr. Poterek deals with families who 
may be going through a divorce and child 
support, maybe a family member suing anoth-
er family member for money or property, slips 
and falls, and neglect cases just to name a 
few.  Civil Attorneys are paid a certain per-
centage based on what his client(s) are award-
ed for the case.  Civil Attorneys are very se-
lective with the types of cases that they take, 
because it is not financially feasible to take a 
case that may not yield a financial gain.  All 
in all, Mr. Poterek shared with this class dif-
ferent experiences and aided some of us in 
gaining a better understanding and interest for 
Family Law. 

 

Give students a birds-eye view as 

to what types of opportunities are 

in the field of law enforcement. 

In addition, students will learn to 

conduct substantial research on 

the various agencies to gain a 

more purposeful experience. We 

will facilitate meaningful lessons 

to continue to expose your child 

to the end-less possibilities in the 

field of law enforcement and law. 

 

The vision of the Lake Stevens 

Middle School Criminal Justice/

Law Academy is to offer stu-

dents an opportunity to learn 

about the multi-faceted agencies 

within law enforcement as well 

as expose them to experiences in 

law enforcement. This program 

is aimed at preparing students 

for continuing their journey to a 

high school Pre-Law Academy. 

In addition, the academy will 

also prepare students for college 

and afford them a working 

knowledge that will groom them 

for a professional career in law 

enforcement.  
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By:  Yerika Herrera, Kenitra Wright, Kiera Barton & 
MeKayla Rothmiller 

 
In February, students had an opportunity to visit the 

newly built Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) 

Building.  These buildings were named after 2 fallen 

agents in 1986, Special Agent Jerry Dove and Special 

Agent Ben Grogan.  Students learned that there are so 

many different departments within the agency in order 

to ensure that the mission of the FBI is carried out on a 

daily basis.  This agency is responsible for investigat-

ing bank robberies, Public Corruption, Civil Rights, Or-

ganized Crime, White Collar, Violent Crimes and 

Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).  This agency in 

addition to other Federal Agencies, does extensive 

homework before an arrest is made. They can spend up 

to years of surveillance before an arrest is ever made.  

Usually when an arrest is made with a federal agency 

there is so much evidence that it is in the best interest 

of the individual to cooperate with them.  There were 

other interesting things that we learned about this agen-

cy, and that was  when they throw away their trash they 

shred and then burn to ensure that none of their classi-

fied information ever makes it out of the building.  We 

also learned that they even have their own Mechanics  Students watch a news clip about slain agents 

 

Department.  In closing, after the visit what one 

can take from this visit is that the FBI does not 

trust anyone. They leave nothing to chance in try-

ing to ensure the constant safety of the American 

Citizens.  Dr. Green was a gracious hostess and as 

a result we were able to learn so much  on this 

field trip.  There were so many types of positions 

within the FBI and some do not always require a 

college degree.  The benefits and opportunities are 

plentiful and it was by far a really great experi-

ence for the Academy. 
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