
Law Academy  visit to the University of Miami 

Lake Stevens Middle School Law Acade-
my had the opportunity to visit the Univer-
sity of Miami Law School.  During their  
visit students had the opportunity to sit in 
an actual law class.  In addition, students 
were able to take a campus tour.  The cul-
minating activity consisted of students be-
ing advised to be cautious about what they 
post on social media because it could im-
pact them later in life.  They also learned 
that there is a lot of financial assistance for 
minorities trying to enter the University of 
Miami.  The visit was very interesting and 
helped our students to gain a better under-
standing as to what they need to do in or-
der to be successful  in  their journey to-
ward being an attorney. 

 

Give students a birds-eye view as 

to what types of opportunities are 

in the field of law enforcement. 

In addition, students will learn to 

conduct substantial research on 

the various agencies to gain a 

more purposeful experience. We 

will facilitate meaningful lessons 

to continue to expose your child 

to the end-less possibilities in the 

field of law enforcement and law. 

 

The vision of the Lake Stevens 

Middle School Criminal Justice/

Law Academy is to offer stu-

dents an opportunity to learn 

about the multi-faceted agencies 

within law enforcement as well 

as expose them to experiences in 

law enforcement. This program 

is aimed at preparing students 

for continuing their journey to a 

high school Pre-Law Academy. 

In addition, the academy will 

also prepare students for college 

and afford them a working 

knowledge that will groom them 

for a professional career in law 

enforcement.  
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By:  Yerika Herrera, Kenitra Wright and Kiera 
Barton MeKayla Rothmiller 

 
In January, students had the opportunity to hear sever-

al presentations from the United States Customs De-

partment. One of the presentations was from the Agri-

cultural Dogs Unit.  Students were able to observe and 

understand the dogs’ responsibility of detecting illegal 

fruits brought back into the United States from differ-

ent countries.  The purpose of detecting these illegal 

fruits and meats is to ensure that it does not contami-

nate our residents in our country. In the U.S. we have 

regulations in place for our foods for a reason.  Some-

times when people are able to sneak these fruits back, 

they will try to plant the seed and sell the product and 

it could have a fungus or be contaminated.  Though it 

may sound weird to the average person this effort is 

essential to maintaining the integrity of our home 

grown fruit sources.  Finally, we learned that these 

dogs were obtained through a rescue shelter.  Once 

obtained, they go through extensive training and then 

are assigned for duty.  This presentation was interest-

ing  and we learned so much.  In addition, the dogs 

were very friendly as you can see in the above picture.   

United States Customs SRT Unit 

 

 

By:  Bryan Gonzolez, David Fernandez, Jamie 

Carter and Paris Grinan 

 

In January, students had an opportunity to learn about 

the United States Customs Special Response Team 

(SRT).  During this presentation students were taught 

about the different weapons used to complete different 

tasks.  This unit is responsible for serving search war-

rants on individuals. A search warrant is a legal docu-

ment  authorizing a police officer or other officials to 

enter and search premises.   We learned that prior to 

them conducting their warrants they do extensive 

homework on the individual (s).  They learn their com-

ing and going , who is in the home, and they strategize 

the execution of the warrant when the time comes. In 

addition, it was revealed that if Customs or any Federal 

Agency comes to your home that means that they have 

a plethora of evidence against the individual (s).  Pleth-

ora means to have many or more. This position re-

quires a four year degree and extensive training. The 

SRT is essential to this organization. 

United States Customs Presentation  


