
Law Academy  with Daniel J. Poterek, Esq. 

On March 22, 2017, Mr. Poterek made a second 

trip back to our school to speak with our 5th peri-

od class.  It was very interesting and my class-

mates and I learned so much.  He mainly talked 

to us about family law.  He shared with us some 

of his troubling cases and that one special client 

that he has stayed in contact with over the years.  

He was able to answer so many questions that my 

peers had as it related to regular child support, 

child support with special needs children, income 

tax issues and custody cases.  Before listening to 

his presentation, we thought that children over a 

certain age could choose whom they wanted to 

live with if their parents divorced, but Mr. Po-

terek told us that a judge rules in the best inter-

est of the child.  There were so many good topics 

that he touched upon and we were so glad that 

he made the special trip back to see us again.  

 

Give students a birds-eye view as 

to what types of opportunities are 

in the field of law enforcement. 

In addition, students will learn to 

conduct substantial research on 

the various agencies to gain a 

more purposeful experience. We 

will facilitate meaningful lessons 

to continue to expose your child 

to the end-less possibilities in the 

field of law enforcement and law. 

 

The vision of the Lake Stevens 

Middle School Criminal Justice/

Law Academy is to offer stu-

dents an opportunity to learn 

about the multi-faceted agencies 

within law enforcement as well 

as expose them to experiences in 

law enforcement. This program 

is aimed at preparing students 

for continuing their journey to a 

high school Pre-Law Academy. 

In addition, the academy will 

also prepare students for college 

and afford them a working 

knowledge that will groom them 

for a professional career in law 

enforcement.  
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By:  Sakura Mila, RaNiya Baptiste and Joel Perez 

 

 On March 8, 2017, Mr. Joseph Lackey spoke with 

the Law Academy about Immigration Law. The academy 

learned the different aspects of Immigration Law.  During 

the presentation Mr. Lackey shared emotional stories 

about his cases.  We learned why it is important to have 

empathy. Empathy is the psychological identification 

with or vicarious experiencing of the feelings, thoughts or 

attitudes of another.  Per Mr. Lackey, to be an effective 

Immigration Attorney, you must have empathy for your 

clients because some of them are desperate when they 

come over to this country. In addition, we learned how a 

person holding a green card or visa can be deported back 

to their countries if they commit a felony in the United 

States. However, there are three ways in which, an indi-

vidual can voluntarily give up their citizenship: 1) appear 

in person before a U.S. consular or diplomatic officer, 2) 

in a foreign country at a U.S. Embassy or Consulate or 3) 

sign an oath of renunciation. Renunciation is to formerly 

reject something. Another interesting fact that my peers 

and I were surprised to learn was that citizens coming 

from other countries are not automatically given benefits 

of this country such as food stamps, medical insurance 

and housing vouchers upon entering this country.   

Students attentively listen to Mr. Lackey 

 

We learned that unless an individual has a social secu-

rity number they are not eligible for these benefits.  

The overall presentation was moving and we learned 

so much. 

Law/Criminal Justice Academy poses with Attorney Joseph Lackey 


