
Students had an opportunity to listen  to Mr. Thomas Bowman, P.A. who gave  
first hand knowledge about being a Prosecutor. 

Mr. Thomas Bowman came from 
very humble beginnings in Ohio.  
While in college, his course of study 
was Zoology.  After an encouraging 
conversation with a family member, 
he took the LSAT, did well and the 
rest is history. Mr. Bowman went on 
to become a Prosecuting  Attorney 
for 8 years prior to opening his own 
law firm.  While working as an As-
sistant State Attorney he rose through 
the ranks and ended his career at the 
State Attorney’s Office as a  Division 
Chief Prosecutor.  Mr. Thomas was 
very inspiring during his visit.  He 
encouraged us to not only be a part of 
the process but to make good deci-
sions as well as work hard at every-
thing that we do. 

 

 

Give students a birds-eye view as 

to what types of opportunities are 

in the field of law enforcement. 

In addition, students will learn to 

conduct substantial research on 

the various agencies to gain a 

more purposeful experience. We 

will facilitate meaningful lessons 

to continue to expose our students 

to the endless possibilities in the 

field of law enforcement and law. 

 

The vision of the Lake Stevens 

Middle School Criminal Justice/

Law Academy is to offer students 

an opportunity to learn about the 

multi-faceted agencies within law 

enforcement as well as expose them 

to experiences in law enforcement. 

This program is aimed at preparing 

students for continuing their journey 

to a high school Pre-Law Academy. 

In addition, the academy will also 

prepare students for college and af-

ford them a working knowledge that 

will groom them for a professional 

career in law enforcement.  
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By:  Sophia Cooper,  Alize Ochoa & Genesis Rivas 
 

On October 4, 2016 the Law Academy had a field trip to the 

Richard Gerstein Courthouse. Students visited Judge Mindy 

Glazer’s Courtroom and experienced Bond Hearings where 

offenders had been arrested for new arrests and warrant arrests.  

A Warrant Arrest is when an individual is given a court date 

and fails to appear or in some cases there were offenders who 

had violated their probation and a warrant was issued. There 

were a lot of offenders who had warrants and were unable to 

bond out as a result of this.  In addition, we were able to visit 

Judge Rodolfo Ruiz’s Courtroom, and heard other various 

types of cases.  One case in particular was a high profile case 

where two young men took pleas for raping a young lady.  My 

peers thought that their sentences were not harsh enough. They 

were sentenced to Bootcamp followed by probation and sever-

al special conditions.  Bootcamp is an alternative to prison.  

More than likely they had no priors and that is why this plea 

was conveyed.  A plea is when an individual agrees to the sen-

tence that the Prosecutor is able to get them to agree to.  Fur-

thermore, we were able to observe offenders who had violated 

their probation and the consequences they faced.  The final 

stop of this fieldtrip was to the holding cell where inmates 

were held once arriving to the courthouse and once they were 

done they went back to this holding area before being trans-

ported back to jail.  We had a great experience on this field 

trip.  We are looking forward to the Federal Courthouse obser-

vation to see the difference between the two. 

Students listens to presentation by Mr. Reggie Hope, 
Bail Bondsman 

 

  

By:  Dr. Burden 

On October 31, 2016, the Law Academy had an 

opportunity to  hear about the life of a Bails Bonds-

man/Bounty Hunter. We learned how a bails 

bondsman pay bonds and the consequence when an 

individual does not show up for court after a bond 

is paid.  Mr. Hope was a bail bondsman for 16-17 

years before opening his own investigative  compa-

ny.  In addition, we learned that when a bond is 

written it is to ensure that the individual will appear 

in court on their court date. If an individual does 

not show up to court the money and collateral put 

up is then forfeited to the bondsman and the bonds-

man also loses money to the state if the person  

does not show up for court.  There are some in-

stances where people are left homeless as a result 

of a family member not showing up for court.  If 

the bond is too big sometimes multiple family 

members have to put their homes, cars, boats or 

anything of value for the freedom of the individual 

who is incarcerated.   In closing, being a bondsman 

is not like what you see on television.  It is a very 

stressful profession and it can interfere with your  

family life.   

Students had an opportunity to observe bond court  with  
Judge Mindy Glazer. 


