
 

Give students a birds-eye view 

as to what types of opportuni-

ties are in the field of law en-

forcement. In addition, stu-

dents will learn to conduct 

substantial research on the var-

ious agencies to gain a more 

purposeful experience. We will 

facilitate meaningful lessons to 

continue to expose your child 

to the end-less possibilities in 

The vision of the Lake Stevens 

Middle School Criminal Jus-

tice/Law Academy is to offer 

students an opportunity to 

learn about the multi-faceted 

agencies within law enforce-

ment as well as expose them 

to experiences in law enforce-

ment. This program is aimed 

at preparing students for con-

tinuing their journey to a high 

school Pre-Law Academy. In 

addition, the academy will al-

so prepare students for college 

and afford them a working 

knowledge that will groom 

them for a professional career 

in law enforcement.  
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 Lake Stevens Law/Criminal Justice Academy was invited by Dr. 

Scott to participate in the ABOTA (American Board of Trial Advocates) 

Field Trip to the Wilkie Ferguson Federal Courthouse to learn more 

about our 7th Amendment right under the Constitution. This right 

affords us the opportunity to have a jury trial for civil cases in the feder-

al court. There was a video shown of a car accident and the attorneys 

present were able to walk us through the process of how the civil trial 

works on the Federal Court level. The various positions were explained 

to us, so that we would have an understanding of how important each 

position was within the courts to ensure that we are afforded our fun-

damental constitutional rights in court. It was very interesting, but we 

really wanted to see a real-life case. Luckily, Judge Bloom extended an 

opportunity for our class to come back and we are looking forward to 

that experience. 

By:  Kiera Hart and David Gbadamosi 



 

  

 

 This school year March 13-16, 2019 the Lake 

Stevens Middle School Law/Criminal Justice 

Academy will have the opportunity of going on a 

college tour. This tour will take our students to 

Orlando, Gainesville, Tallahassee and Jackson-

ville. We will visit Florida A&M University’s Law 

School, University of Florida, FAMU Main Cam-

pus, The Florida State University’s Law School 

and Main Campus. In addition to the tour, we will 

visit our State Capital, meet and greet with out 

representatives as well as our senators and the 

Supreme Court.   

 In order to defray the cost of this trip there 

will be a couple of  fundraising opportunities for 

our parents to take advantage of. During the par-

ent meeting some important information was giv-

en out in reference to the payment plan.  Please 

see below the payment plan for this trip. If you 

need more information your child can stop by to 

get more details. 

Payment Date Amount 

1st payment December 10, 

2018 

$75.00 (deposit) 

2nd payment January 9, 2018 $155.00 

3rd payment February 10, 

2018 

$155.00 (Final 

Payment) 

By: Ja’Niyas Vardaman, Janine Burgos and  
Christina Mc Dermott 

 

Our visit to the US Attorney’s Office was very enlight-

ening. On this day, it was the day after the postal bomber had 

been taken into custody. We were met with plenty of news re-

porters waiting on what appeared to be an inevitable press con-

ference.  We were whisked in quickly from the view of the me-

dia. We waited to be cleared by the metal detector before being 

ushered to the tenth floor by several of the coordinators. Our 

meeting spot was where they usually have the news confer-

ences. The first part of the session talked about making good 

decisions. We were shown a video of a woman in a store steal-

ing. Though we know the difference between right and wrong 

they still wanted to have a dialogue with us about how one bad 

decision could affect us for the rest of our lives. How one bad 

decision could dictate where we live, where we work or not, 

what schools we attend and so forth.   

The second session we were afforded the opportunity 

to be a part of was a mock trial. It was fun being able to be an 

attorney. It was very impowering. The mock trial that we did 

was about how this sorority hazed this young lady and it result-

ed in her death. The trial was to determine if the leader of the 

sorority was responsible for the death of the young woman 

pledging.  Every witness testified, and every attorney asked 

questions and the jurors deliberated. This was very interesting 

because we had two jurors and one came back guilty and the 

other came back hung. A hung jury is when all twelve jurors 

cannot come to a unanimous verdict.  Though the mock trial 

portion was scripted we were able to have a vast understanding 

as to what it looks like to be on trial.  It was really a fun and 

exciting field trip. 


